About the Teachers…

Miss Kovarik:

I am excited to be a part of Team Tornado!  This is my second year of teaching in the Waterloo School District. I graduated from McKendree University with my Bachelor’s Degree. I played basketball in college and currently coach both volleyball and basketball at the high school. In my free time I enjoy reading, camping, boating, and going to tractor pulls. I am looking forward to a spectacular school year! 

Mrs. Miller:

Hello and welcome to the Tornado team!  This year marks my 14th year teaching at Waterloo Junior High.  I earned my Bachelors degree from the University of Illinois in Urbana/Champaign.  I received my teaching certification and my Masters degree in Teacher Leadership through McKendree University.  My husband, Shane and I have four wonderful children—3 boys and 1 girl.  Owen is 11 ½ years old, Braden is 9 years old, Harrison is 6 ½ years old and Kierstin is 5 years old.  I enjoy running, playing games, watching sports, and spending time with my family.  I am anticipating a super school year!  (
Mrs. Schilling:

Welcome 6th grade students! This will be my 12th year in the Waterloo School District and my 12th year teaching 6th grade. I earned my bachelor's degree from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale in 1998. I was born and raised right here in Waterloo and attended school here as well. My husband and I are the proud parents of two sons, Reid (9) and Rowan (4&1/2). Our boys take up most of our "spare" time, but when I get a few minutes, I enjoy reading! 
Mrs. Wahle:  

This is my 5th year teaching at WJHS.  I have been teaching for eleven years.  I earned my bachelor’s degree from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, and my master’s degree from Lindenwood University.  My husband and I have three children.  Tyler and Sydney are in first grade, and Nicholas is 18 months old.  In my free time, I enjoy reading, being outdoors, and spending time with my family.  I am looking forward to a great year.
Mrs. Washausen:

I am starting my 9th year of teaching here at WJHS!  I have my Bachelor’s degree from McKendree College, and I received my Master’s degree in May 2008 from Lindenwood University.  In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my husband and our 2 ½ year-old son, Landon and our 6 month old daughter Braelyn.  I also enjoy going on walks, cooking, reading, and going to the zoo.  I am looking forward to an exciting year!

Miss Kovarik

6th Grade Language Arts

Room 211

This year in Language Arts, we will be studying the basics of spelling and writing. We will cover a wide variety of topics this year including:

· Rebecca Sitton Spelling: Each week, students will receive a list of spelling words on Monday to be tested on Friday. They will also receive a worksheet on Mondays that will be collected and graded on Wednesdays. These worksheets will help them develop spelling, writing, grammar and editing skills.

· Grammar/Mechanics: In our writing, we will be emphasizing the parts of speech and proper use of punctuation as well as sentence structure.

· Narrative, persuasive and expository essays

· Public Speaking

· Poetry
Homework

· It is the student’s responsibility to record homework assignments in their agenda. All homework and other reminders will be posted on the board daily.

· All homework assignments will be posted on the team web page weekly. Assignments are subject to change given the daily needs of the students.

· Homework must be completed in pencil or blue/black ink. Homework completed in colored ink will NOT be accepted.

· If a student is absent, homework may be requested from the Junior High office. If homework is not requested, it is the student’s responsibility to check the missing work tray for make-up work. 

. 

Parents:

I look forward to working with you to make this year a success for your child. Please feel free to contact me by calling the school at 939-3457. The easiest and quickest way to contact me is via email (kkovarik@wcusd5.net) as I check my email several times a day. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have!

Thank you!

Miss Kovarik 

kkovarik@wcusd5.net

939-3457

Sixth Grade Mathematics
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Welcome to sixth grade math!  We are very excited to be continuing our new mathematics program for the second year.  The design of Everyday Mathematics allows students to gain a more genuine understanding of mathematical concepts, a much more solid mathematical foundation, and exposure to the entire scope of mathematics each year.  In Everyday Mathematics, students develop a broad background by learning concepts and skills in these six content strands.  The sixth-grade program emphasizes the following content.

Number and Numeration
Recognizing place value in whole numbers and decimals; using exponential and scientific notation; finding factors and multiples; converting between fractions, decimals and percents; ordering positive and negative numbers

Operations and Computation

Solving problems involving whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and positive and negative numbers; applying properties of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division
Data and Chance

Collecting, organizing, displaying, and analyzing data; identifying and comparing landmarks of data sets (mean, median, mode, and range); using probability to represent and predict outcomes and analyze chance

Measurement and Reference Frames
Measuring using metric and U.S. customary units; using formulas to calculate area, circumference, and volume; naming and plotting points on a coordinate grid

Geometry

Measuring and drawing angles; understanding properties of angles; identifying and modeling similar and congruent figures; constructing figures with a compass and straightedge; drawing to scale; exploring transformations of geometric shapes; experimenting with modern geometric ideas
Patterns, Functions, and Algebra

Creating and extending numerical patterns; representing an analyzing functions; manipulating algebraic expressions; solving equations and inequalities; working with Venn diagrams; applying algebraic properties; working with ratios and proportions

Please keep in mind that as with doing anything the first few times, we may encounter some bumps along the way.  Your patience and understanding is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact any of the sixth grade math teachers.  We can look forward to many exciting and rewarding experiences as the year progresses.  ( 
Mrs. Michelle Miller

Sixth grade Mathematics

School
939-3457

Home

935-0501

Email

msmiller@wcusd5.net

Mrs. Schilling, Reading

Room 207

Welcome to 6th grade!  I am so glad to have each of you and I am looking forward to a great school year.  I would like to share a brief overview of 6th grade reading with you.  

In the past, we have followed a novel-based curriculum.   This meant that the majority of our reading instruction was implemented using novels (or “chapter books” as students often call them). This year we have added a textbook that will be used in both reading and language arts classes.  The textbook, McDougal-Littell’s Literature, will be used in conjunction with our novels to reach all of our Illinois State standards and benchmarks.  Our novels include high-interest titles that students consistently enjoy and our textbook has shorter passages organized by genre.  Please note: We have class sets of our novels and textbooks.  None of the texts will be coming home, as they are stored in the classroom.  Thus, assignments attached to these texts will be completed during class time or study hall.
We require 90 minutes of reading outside of class each week.  It is similar to the 15-minute per day requirement from 5th grade, but the students have the flexibility of reading 90 minutes over the number of days they choose (in a week).  This assignment should be recorded on a “reading log”.  We will provide the “reading log” and ask that a parent/guardian, responsible adult, or school staff member sign the form to verify the reading time.  Please do not use initials or the form will be returned. This assignment is due every Friday and is worth 10 points per week.  There are no late grades for this assignment.

If you have any questions about our reading curriculum, please e-mail me or give me a call at 939-3457 and I would be happy to speak with you.  

Mrs. Stacey Schilling, 6th Grade Reading

“Team Tornado” 

Mrs. Wahle

Resource Teacher

Dear Parents,

Welcome to a new school year! I am very excited to be working with your child.  This upcoming year will be filled with many new challenges and opportunities.  I look forward to participating in your child’s educational growth and development. 

An important part of this growth is parent-teacher communication.  I want us to work as a team to make this year a positive and successful experience.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have.  You can call me at 939-3457 or email me at ewahle@wcusd5.net.  If you would like to address the team, the Tornado teachers have planning time third period from 9:35-10:22.  I can be reached at this time as well as before and after school.


Please check your child’s agenda book nightly to see what homework has been assigned.  I may also use the agenda book to write notes to you.  All homework assignments are posted in class as well as on the Tornado team page.


If your child is absent from school, homework will only be sent to the office when requested by a parent.  If homework is not requested, a homework sheet will be filled out and placed in your child’s folder, which is located in my room.  It is your child’s responsibility to get this information upon returning to school.  


I look forward to getting to know you and your child throughout the school year.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 939-3457.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Wahle

Grade 6 Resource Teacher

Welcome to Sixth Grade Science!!

Mrs. Washausen

Tornado Team

Room 203
Wow!!  Summer is over already.  I am very excited to start another school year and am looking forward to getting to know you.  If you have any questions throughout the year, please do not hesitate to ask!  

Teacher Information

This is my ninth year of teaching.  I have completed all of my schooling in the Waterloo school district and have had many of your teachers as my teachers when I was in Jr. High!!  I graduated from McKendree College in 2002, and I received my Master’s degree from Lindenwood University in May 2008.  

Classroom Information

Feel free to e-mail me (jwashausen@wcusd5.net) or call me at school (939-3457).  I post all of the homework assignments on the homework board in class as well as on the tornado team webpage.  You will be given your own identification number from the office to access your grades on STI.    
Absence Policy

When you are absent, I will send your assignments to the office IF homework is requested by your parents/guardians.  If homework is NOT requested, I will have a sheet filled out the homework form with the important information that you missed that day.  Then the form and homework/worksheets will be placed in the appropriate folder on the bulletin board with your name on it.  It is YOUR responsibility to get this the day you return.  

Lab Safety

Because we are so concerned with safety, is it extremely important to follow all lab rules while completing an experiment.  If any “goofing” around occurs during an experiment, you will receive a zero for that lab.  You will also not be allowed to do any of the other experiments for the remainder of the year and also receive a zero on those.  I do not expect this to happen.  This is just set up as a precaution.  Everyone deserves the right to feel safe while completing a lab.  

Curriculum Outline

Throughout the year, we will be completing a variety of hands-on labs and experiments each quarter.  Below is an outline of what we will be doing throughout the school year.

	Quarter
	Topic

	1st 
	· Safety

· Measurement

· Animal Unit (Squid Dissections)

	2nd 
	· Earth & Moon Systems

· Topography (Station Rotations)

	3rd 
	· Gateway to Technology (Magnetic Levitation Device)

	4th 
	· Chemistry (Oobleck)

· Flight (Paper Airplanes)

· Rocketry (Model Rocket assembly & launch)


Parents

I enjoy getting to know you and your child throughout the school year.  Please feel free to contact me at any time.  The tornado teachers have a planning period third hour from 9:35 –10:22.  I can be reached through the Jr. High office at this time as well as before and after school.  Again, my e-mail address is jwashausen@wcusd5.net.  I am looking forward to a fantastic year!!

Together we will…

Mrs. Washausen

6th Grade Science
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