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Tornados August Newsletter

We are off and running…..

Just a little note to update parents about what happened in our classrooms this month! 




Parents, you can help your child be successful:


Please visit the school’s website to check your child’s grades.


Please visit our team website for the following information:


     Weekly homework assignments


     Important dates to remember


     Monthly newsletter


Please also ask to see your child’s Ticket to Success.  (








How to Be Successful in 6th Grade:


DO your homework!!  Use your AGENDA!!!


Try to remember ALL material needed for class- It’s tough but we are getting better and better!


Show respect to everyone at school.  Respect means not talking when the teacher or others are talking.


Listening is one of the most important skills in Jr. High!!








Language Arts:


We are working on the basics: NOUNS are our current focus. Students are grasping the concepts well, but are struggling in completing the homework associated with the lessons. Keep encouraging and supporting your child! Remind them how important practice (HW) can be!  Spelling tests are every Friday!! 





Reading:


We have been studying the foundations of literature in reading class.  I shared with the students that when you build a house, it is essential that you have a good, sturdy foundation.  A well-written piece of literature is to be treated the same way.  In order to read and understand literature, you must have a good, solid understanding of basic story elements and genre.  I call this our set of "basic facts" for reading class. We have been very busy getting acquainted with story elements and academic vocabulary that will help us read and understand our reading selections for this school year.  Please remember that 90 minutes of recreational reading is due on Friday, every week.





Math:


We are currently working in Unit 1 of Everyday Mathematics.  This unit builds on your child’s prior work with data.  We are working to find data landmarks and to compare the mean and median for sets of data.  We are creating, reading and interpreting line plots, stem-and-leaf plots, broken-line graphs, step graphs and circle graphs.  Forgot your SRB (student reference book) at school????  Don’t worry you and your child can access everydaymathonline.com for this, games, and other helpful math information.   





Science:


We are currently working on Lab Safety and the Scientific Method!  So far, we have completed the candle observation lab and the Gatorade lab.  Students have done very well on these labs this year!  We will continue lab safety and the scientific method for a couple more weeks with the Bad Breath Lab, the Fingerprint Lab, the Penny Lab, and the Mass Lab.





Social Studies:


Maps, maps, and more maps!!   We have been very busy learning about the Five Themes of Geography (location, regions, place, movement, and human-environment interaction) and the tools geographers use.  The next chapter will focus more on weather, climate, and vegetation found on Earth.  It is especially Important for students to grasp these geography basics because this foundation will be built upon further in science during the topography unit.  





Thank you:


For collecting those Boxtops!  Not only does the school benefit from the Boxtops, but also students and their study halls receive rewards for collecting them!


Thank you to those who have sold the Entertainment Books!  This fundraiser helps to provide money for various activities and incentives throughout the school year!  Congratulations to Krista and Bailey for winning $25 cash in the lunchtime drawings for selling Entertainment Books!





If you can:


Teachers need a few items for their classrooms.  If you can send anything in, we greatly appreciate it!


Clorox wipes


Hand sanitizer


Complete pancake mix (science)


Reward candy:  blow pops, tootsie roll pops, etc. 





Attendance:


If you know your child will be out of school ahead of time (family vacations, funerals, etc.), please send a note to the office.


If your child is absent because he/she is sick, please let the office know.  Also, please encourage your child to speak with his/her teachers about what was missed and how to make up the missing work.








